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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a) because they fail to show 
first locking lever (6) as described in the specification. Any structural detail that is 
essential for a proper understanding of the disclosed invention should be shown in the 
drawing. MPEP § 608.02(d). It is not apparent from the drawings how the first locking 
lever is positioned or functions. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 
1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as 
"amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be 
removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must 
be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several 
views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary 
to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after 
the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are 
not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
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corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 

Specification 

3. The following guidelines illustrate the preferred layout for the specification of a 
utility application. These guidelines are suggested for the applicant's use. 

Arrangement of the Specification 

As provided in 37 CFR 1 .77(b), the specification of a utility application should 
include the following sections in order. Each of the lettered items should appear in 
upper case, without underlining or bold type, as a section heading. If no text follows the 
section heading, the phrase "Not Applicable" should follow the section heading: 

(a) TITLE OF THE INVENTION. 

(b) CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS. 

(c) STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPONSORED RESEARCH OR 

DEVELOPMENT. 

(d) THE NAMES OF THE PARTIES TO A JOINT RESEARCH AGREEMENT. 

(e) INCORPORATION-BY-REFERENCE OF MATERIAL SUBMITTED ON A 

COMPACT DISC. 

(f) BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION. 

(1) Field of the Invention. 

(2) Description of Related Art including information disclosed under 37 
CFR 1.97 and 1.98. 

(g) BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION. 

(h) BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWING(S). 

(i) DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION. 

(j) CLAIM OR CLAIMS (commencing on a separate sheet). 

(k) ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE (commencing on a separate sheet). 

(I) SEQUENCE LISTING (See MPEP § 2424 and 37 CFR 1 .821-1 .825. A 
"Sequence Listing" is required on paper if the application discloses a 
nucleotide or amino acid sequence as defined in 37 CFR 1 .821(a) and if 
the required "Sequence Listing" is not submitted as an electronic 
document on compact disc). 

4. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
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5. The disclosure refers to Fig. 8 and Fig. 9 multiple times. There is no Fig. 8 and 
Fig. 9 identified in the drawings. It is suggested Fig.8 and Fig. 9 be changed to Figures 
8a-d and Figures 9a-d respectively. 

6. The indexable block reference character is mislabeled 3 on page 13, Line 5. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

7. Claim 2 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent 
form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is 
required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper 
dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. Claim 1 already discloses 
the locations of the first and second groove and the interaction between the first web 
and the locking state. Claim 1 discloses the limitations in lines 1-22 as forming a plane 
with the upper surface of the worktop while in the locked position; therefore in a position 
that is the definition of the first plane. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

8. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

9. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 
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The applicant describes two patentably distinct and mutually exclusive embodiments in 
claim 1 . The first embodiment, best depicted in Figures 8a-d is a work panel, having an 
axis of rotation in the plane of the upper surface of the work table. The second 
embodiment, best depicted in Figures 9a-d is a work panel having an axis of rotation 
below the plane of the upper surface of the work table. The disclosure offers no 
guidance as to how a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
could combine the two embodiments into one invention, thus the specification lacks 
enablement. 

1 0. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

11. Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 



12. 


Claim 1 recites the limitations: 


13. 


"the upper surface of the worktop" in Line 4, 


14. 


"the area of the axis of rotation" in Line 6, 


15. 


"the locked state" in Line 9, 


16. 


"the second edge" in Line 12, 


17. 


"the edge of the worktop" in Line 16, 


18. 


"the unlocked state" in Lines 19-20, 


19. 


"the web" in Line 20, 
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20. "the plate segment" in Line 29, 

21 . "the indexable blocks" in Line 30, 

22. "the locking levers" in Line 31 , 

23. There is insufficient antecedent basis for these limitations in the claim. 

24. Also, Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite in that it fails to point out what is included or excluded by the claim language 
as claim 1 is directed to two patentably distinct inventions. Lines 1-22, concluding with 
the phrase "arranged parallel with the upper surface of the worktop," are directed to the 
first patentable distinct embodiment. Lines 22-31 , beginning with the phrase "wherein 
the worktop segment is present either in a first plane or in a second plane..." are 
directed to the second patentably distinct embodiment. In the first embodiment, a work 
panel, having an axis of rotation in the plane of the upper surface of the work table is 
disclosed. In the second embodiment a work panel, having an axis of rotation below the 
plane of the upper surface of the work table is disclosed. Further, in the first 
embodiment, in the locked state, the top surface of the worktop segment always forms a 
plane with the top surface of the worktop. However, in the second embodiment, when 
the worktop segment is in the locked position of the second, lower plane, the upper 
surface of the worktop segment does not form a plane with the upper surface of the 
worktop. Also, both axes of rotations cannot exist at the same time in the upper and 
lower planes. For the purpose of further examination, the claim will be treated as only 
being directed to the first distinct embodiment as described in the specification. 
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25. It is unclear and confusing as presently worded as to what the limitation "by 
blocking the axis of rotation of the plate in the indexable blocks" in Lines 29-30 of Claim 
1 means. 

26. It is unclear and confusing as to what the limitation "the plate segment" in Line 29 
of Claim 1 is referring to. 

27. It is unclear and confusing as presently worded as to what cases the phrase "in 
each case" in Lines 2-3 and 6 of Claim 1 , Line 3 of Claim 4, and Lines 2-3 of Claims 7 
and 8 is referring to. It cannot be determined whether it refers to the number of 
recesses, or the different embodiments. Art rejections for claims 4, 7, and 8 are being 
withheld pending further clarification by the applicant as to what embodiment, or 
case(s), is/are being claimed. 

28. Claims 3 and 6 refer to the relationship of the distances between the first and 
second planes. It is unclear what embodiments are being claimed in respect to the 
preceding claims. Art rejections for claims 3 and 6 are being withheld pending further 
clarification by the applicant as to what embodiment, or case(s), is/are being claimed. 

29. As for Claims 5 and 9-1 1 , while the claims each refer to locking levers, which are 
present in both embodiments, structure from the second embodiment, such as the struts 
described in Line 3 of claim 5 and Line 2 of each claim 9-1 1 render the claim indefinite 
because it cannot be determined to which embodiment is being claimed. Art rejections 
for claims 5 and 9-1 1 are being withheld pending further clarification by the applicant as 
to what embodiment, or case(s), is/are being claimed. 
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30. Claims 1-1 1 are rejected as failing to define the invention in the manner required 
by 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph. 

The claim(s) are replete with indefinite and functional or operational language 
such as "characterized in that", "exhibits", "executed on", and "capable of. The 
structure which goes to make up the device must be clearly and positively specified. 
The structure must be organized and correlated in such a manner as to present a 
complete operative device. Refer to the claim language in any of the cited prior art for 
guidance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1 . Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Shafto (Pub. No. GB2287207). Shafto discloses a worktable (1) that has at least one 
recess (See Fig. 12, arrow of reference character 1 ) with a worktop segment (5, 6) 
arranged in each recess. He also discloses an axis of rotation (8) running parallel with 
the upper surface of the worktop (See Fig. 12); the worktop table comprising devices for 
locking the worktop segment ("The fixing means may comprise any suitable releasable 
fixing means, such as bolts, clamps, lugs and/or tongue and slot arrangements"); the 
worktop segment in the area of the axis of rotation in two guides (9) on the work table; 
and the worktop segment can be displaced on its own or with the rotation axis along the 
guides parallel to upper surface of the worktop, and the upper surface of the worktop 
segment in the locked state and the upper surface of the worktop form a plane (See Fig. 
1 ), and a first edge of the worktop segment in the locked state is a part of an outer edge 



Application/Control Number: 10/597,684 Page 9 

Art Unit: 4117 

of the worktop (Side in the plane of 7, Fig. 12), characterized in that the first edge of the 
worktop segment exhibits a first groove (10 on right side of 5, Fig. 12), the second edge 
lying opposite this edge (Edge in the plane of 7 on the far side (side of reference 
character 1), Fig. 12) exhibits a second groove (10 on left side of 5, Fig. 1), and the 
worktop exhibits a first web (1 1 ) which is complementary to the first and second 
grooves. Shafto also discloses the first web is executed on the edge of the worktop, 
which in the locked state of the worktop segment is adjacent to the second edge of the 
worktop segment (Edge adjacent to frontward facing edge of 5 in the plane of 8, the 
adjacent edge being 1 1 ) and wherein in the locked state the first web (11) engages in 
the second groove (10) (See Fig. 1) and in the unlocked state the engagement 
between the web and the second groove is released (See Fig. 12), the upper surface of 
the worktop segment in the locked state is arranged parallel with the upper surface of 
the worktop (See Fig.1 ). 

Conclusion 

2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

3. Teroute (FR 2648994) discloses a table with a panel able to be flipped. 

4. Ayala et al. (US 6748987) disclose a portable work table. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MICHAEL CALABRESE whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-7862. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 8:00am 
to 4:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Naeem Haq can be reached on (571)270-6758. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/M. C.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 4117 



/CHARLES A. FOX/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3652 



